
August 26, 2021

Dear Mahwah families and sta�,

This communication is designed to update you on the quarantine timeframes
for the 2021-2022 school year. No significant changes were made from the last
communication in May of 2021.

Please be aware of the date of the first day of school as you plan for any
remaining travel opportunities and the mandated quarantine period.

As we approach the start of the 2021-2022 school year, we are providing you
with the most current quarantine guidelines that were developed using the guidance
from the Center for Disease Control and prior New Jersey Department of Health
resources. To date, the NJDOH has not supplied schools with guidance specific to our
September opening, if and when that guidance is provided, then this document will be
adjusted accordingly.

Please be aware of the date of the first day of school as you plan for any
remaining travel opportunities and the mandated quarantine period. Vaccinations for
those who are eligible and PCR testing are the primary way by which the need for a
mandated quarantine can be eliminated or significantly reduced.

Masking is mandated by Executive Order 251, as per previous communication
from the school district. We retain the right to adjust this guidance based on individual
or cohort circumstances, as well as upon CDC or NJDOH recommendations and rules.

Additional and ongoing information about the upcoming school year is available
via video, town hall meetings, Board of Education presentations, and general
communication. If any quarantine guidance changes, we will revise our charts. Please
continue to view our district’s re-entry website for updated information.

As the 2021-2022 school year approaches please contact your building nurse
regarding any medical concerns.

https://www.mahwah.k12.nj.us/domain/693


Quarantine/Isolation Status Update

August 2021

Status Exposure Outcome

Fully vaccinated* COVID-19
positive test

Isolate for 10 days.

Monitor for symptoms.

Fully vaccinated* Close contact Remaining asymptomatic, no quarantine
is required except if symptomatic.  Get

tested 3-5 days after exposure, and wear
a mask indoors in public for 14 days

following exposure or until test result is
negative

Fully vaccinated* Awaiting
COVID-19 test

results not
due to

personal
illness

May attend school and report to work.

Fully vaccinated* Family
member

awaiting test
or COVID-19

positive

Remaining asymptomatic, no quarantine
is required. Get tested 3-5 days after

exposure, and wear a mask indoors in
public for 14 days following exposure or

until test result is negative



Previously reported positive
(clinically recovered) within

past three months**

Close contact Quarantine not required.

Previously reported positive
(clinically recovered) within

past three months

COVID-19
positive test

Not required to quarantine except if
symptomatic.

Previously reported positive
greater than past three months

Close contact 10 days without testing

Or

7 days with negative test results collected
at 5-7

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported  positive

Close contact 10 days without testing

Or

7 days with negative test results collected
at 5-7

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive residing with

a newly diagnosed positive
person (able to isolate)

Close contact 10 days without testing

Or

7 days with negative test results collected
at 5-7

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive residing with

a newly diagnosed positive
person (unable to isolate)

Close contact 24 day quarantine required.

10+14 =24

(continuous contact)



Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive residing with

a symptomatic person

Residing with
a person with

symptoms

Return to school after the person with
symptoms tests negative.

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive with

symptoms

Symptomatic
and tested

Return after proof of negative PCR

Positive PCR requires a 10 day
quarantine from positive test taken and
symptom free/fever free for 24 hours
prior to return.

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive residing with

someone awaiting a test

Residing with
a person

awaiting a
COVID-19 test

Return to school after proof of
housemate's negative test.

Unvaccinated or not previously
reported positive

COVID-19
positive test

10 day quarantine from positive test
taken and symptom free/fever free

(medication free) for 24 hours prior to
return.



Travel

Status Exposure Outcome

Fully vaccinated* Domestic travel No quarantine or testing
required after travel.

Fully vaccinated* International travel No quarantine required. Get
tested 3-5 days after travel .

You may attend school while
awaiting results.

Previously positive (clinically
recovered) within past three months**

Domestic travel No quarantine or test
required after travel.

Previously positive (clinically
recovered) within past three months**

International travel No quarantine or testing
required after travel.

Unvaccinated or not previously
positive

Domestic and
International travel

Get tested 3-5 days after
returning, stay home and
self-quarantine for 7 days
post travel even if the test
result is negative.  If not

tested, stay home and
quarantine for 10 days post

travel.

● Regardless of your vaccination status, the district will always inform close
contacts when identified.



● Quarantine timeline is based upon the positive test date and not the start of
symptoms

● In all cases, it is essential to monitor yourself for symptoms.  Do not attend
school if you are unable to answer the attestation form and meet that criteria.

Documentation

*Vaccination card provided to school nurse. “Fully vaccinated” means confirmation of
first and only for Johnson and Johnson, or both doses administered for Pfizer and
Moderna and the date on which you are fully vaccinated. Two weeks post the last
administered dose deems a sta� member or student fully vaccinated.

** Previously positive must document:

o Name of patient, date of test, physician or location of testing, and clearly
denote a positive test.

o Rapid tests will only be accepted to denote a positive test.

Close contact defined

Throughout this school year we will continue to conduct contact tracing when advised
of a COVID-19 positive sta� member or students. The CDC recent guidance has
altered the definition of close contact for indoor classroom setting. We will continue to
work with the definition provided by the CDC as listed below and/or until the NJDOH
o�ers alternative rules.

The CDC guidance document defines a close contact as someone who was within 6 feet
of an infected person (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) for a
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (for example, three
individual 5-minute exposures for a total of 15 minutes).

Exception: In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes
students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student (laboratory-confirmed or a
clinically compatible illness) if both the infected student and the exposed student(s)
correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire time. Additional guidance
for wearing masks is available from the CDC. This exception does not apply to
teachers, sta�, or other adults in the indoor classroom setting.


